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The Pastor’s Reflections

B

efore focusing our reflection on the
Gospel passage, I would like to recall
the first scripture for today, the account of Elisha and the Shunammite
woman.
The First and Second Book of Kings covers a
period in Jewish history before the horrific Babylonian invasion of 538 BC, and the mass deportations that followed. The Books weave the lives
of the great prophet Elijah and his successor
Elisha into the political history that spanned
their lifetimes.
This story about Elisha teaches a beautiful
moral which Jesus will carry into his teaching in
today’s Gospel passage. The story is a simple
one. A “woman of influence” invited Elisha to
dine in her home. As time went on he stayed
with her and her husband many times. Eventually the woman was given permission to construct a guest room for Elisha and his servant
Gehazi on her rooftop so that the prophet would
have a comfortable place to stay whenever he
came to the area.
Elisha was touched by her generosity, and
her desire to care for his welfare. He was, what
might be called, “the court prophet.” He was
God’s representative to the king and his generals. He would offer them advice and deliver God’s
messages to them. So in appreciation, Elisha
asked the woman if he could say a good word to
the king on her behalf – a political reward. She
replied that she had no need for such a reward.
So Elisha asked Gehazi what he thought could
be done to reward her. Gehazi answered his
question; “She has no son and her husband is
getting on in years.” Gehazi was then asked to
bring the woman to Elisha. She reverently stood

outside the door of his room. He then made a
spectacular announcement to her, “This time
next year you will be fondling a baby son.”
This story mirrors the story of Abraham in
the Book of Genesis. He gave hospitality to
three men who were walking by his tent during
the heat of the day. He invited them in, washed
their feet, gave them something to drink, and
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cooked a banquet for them. After the dinner they
announced to him that he would have a son even
though he was old, and Sarah was well beyond
childbearing age. The moral of both stories is quite
clear. Selfless hospitality will reap an unimaginable
reward from God.
In the second part of today’s Gospel passage
Jesus builds upon this moral. “Whoever receives a
prophet because he is a prophet will receive a
prophet’s reward, and whoever receives a righteous
man because he is a righteous man will receive a
righteous man’s reward.” (Matthew 10:41) Jesus
doesn’t specify the reward but implies that it will be
like Abraham’s, Sarah’s and the Shunammite
woman’s. God will touch that part of their lives that
is unfulfilled. Selflessness will always reap a profound reward from God.
But Jesus is not merely moralizing about hospitality, he’s extending the principle in order to define
the spiritual prerequisites for discipleship. The first
part of the passage enumerates them. “Whoever
loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of
me, and whoever loves daughter or son more then
me is not worthy of me.” (Matthew 10:37) The selflessness of the disciple must be rooted in an expansive love that transcends even the powerful bonds
of family. It must be a selflessness like that of Jesus himself. “Whoever does not take up his cross
and follow after me is not worthy of me.” (Matthew
10:38)
Jesus is demanding a radical response from us,
his disciples. We must be brave enough to lose ourselves, to abandon our ego, to empty ourselves, to
love ourselves out of existence. “Whoever finds his
life will loose it, and whoever looses his life for my
sake will find it.” (Matthew 10:39)
In last week’s Gospel passage from the same
chapter 10, Jesus told the disciples three times,
“Do not be afraid!” We’re all afraid, aren’t we? Look
what he’s asking of us. In John’s Gospel Jesus put
it this way. “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a
grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces
much fruit.” (John 12:24) The only way we can become who we truly are, who God created us to be,
is to abandon our false self – to let it die so that the
true self can emerge. This is a universal mystical
principle. Many people think that it’s only part of
Hindu and Buddhist spiritual teaching, but Jesus
understood very well this teaching of the sages.
However, for him, this was only a platform from

which to leap to a reality none of the sages could
ever have imagined!
“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever
receives me receives him who sent me.” (Matthew
10:40) Here Jesus is telling his disciples, his messengers, who have been called, and have accepted
to carry his teaching, that their work is so much
more than repetition of his teachings. Because they
have died to themselves he is living in them. They
have become his real presence. “Whoever receives
you receives me.” In us, he continues to draw the
world to himself. In him and through him, the
world is consecrated and selflessly offered to the
Father.
When we speak of the Eucharist, we refer to the
“real presence of Christ,” the abiding presence of
the resurrected Lord under the appearance of bread
and wine. Jesus is telling us that we are his “real
presence,” so that through us the work of redemption continues.
Don’t be afraid to die – to give the gift of your
self to the Father as Jesus did. Always keep clearly
in your mind Jesus’ words at the supper before he
accepted the cross. “It was not you who chose me,
but I who chose you and appointed you to go and
bear fruit that will remain.” (John 15:16)
Reflect often on the last three verses of Matthew’s Gospel. We have been chosen to offer his life
to everyone and anyone who might accept it. Don’t
be afraid to show them the way – don’t be afraid to
die to self. Don’t be afraid to bear much fruit.
“All power in heaven and earth has been given to
me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all I have commanded you. And behold, I am with
you always, until the end of the age.” (Matthew
28:18-20)
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SCHEDULE OF RELIGIOUS SERVICES
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT DAILY
MASSES
WEEKDAYS
7:30 – 12:15
SATURDAY
12:15 – 5:30 Vigil Mass
SUNDAY
9:00 – 11:00 – 5:30 – 7:30
HOLY DAYS
7:30-12:15-7:00pm

COMMUNION TO THE SICK
AND HOMEBOUND
Please call the parish office to schedule a
home visit. with one of the priests. 212-2885082 Ext. 10

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A
CATHOLIC OR AN ADULT NEEDING
COMMUNION AND/OR CONFIRMATION?

LITURGY OF THE HOURS
RECITED ON WEEKDAYS
8:00 AM and 5:00 PM
SUNDAY
5:00 PM

Make an appointment with Joan Prenty,
Director of Religious Education, through the
Parish Office by calling 212-288-5082 ext 30.
Leave your contact information and she will get
back to you to set up an appointment.

RECONCILIATION
WEEKDAYS
11:45 until 12:10
SATURDAY
11:45 until 12:10
5:00 until 5:30

CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING
TIME AND VENUE:
The Charismatic Prayer Meeting will be held
every Sunday from 2:30 PM-4:30 PM in Wave
Café of the High School, 173 East 75th Street.
You may enter through the ramp on 76th
Street at the east end of the rectory building .

ROSARY
WEEKDAYS AT 11:55
NOVENA PRAYERS
St. Anne – Tuesday after the 12:15 Mass
St. Peter Julian Eymard –
Thursday after the 12:15 Mass

JOIN OUR FAITH COMMUNITY
Please register at the parish house, 184 East
76th Street any day during office hours from
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM daily or fill out a registration card found at the rear of the church.

BAPTISM & MARRIAGES
To schedule a baptism or a marriage please
contact the parish office to speak with Fr. John
Kamas.
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MUSIC OF THE LITURGY
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The scripture readings may be found in GATHER at No. 1016
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HYMN OF GATHERING:

No. 671 “ Here I am Lord”
KYRIE
GLORIA
LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: “Forever I Will Sing

the Goodness of The Lord”
SECOND READING
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
GOSPEL READING
HOMILY
CREED, NO. 143
INTERCESSIONS
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS:

No. 622 “I Heard the Voice of Jesus”
If you sing or play an instrument, come join the
music ministry. We always welcome new volunteers to join us at the Sunday Masses: 11:00 AM,
5:30 PM or 7:30 PM. This is a perfect time to dust
off your instrument or clear your throat to praise
the Lord in song. Contact Richard Owen for more
information.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
ACCLAMATION

When We Eat This Bread and Drink This Cup,
We Proclaim the Death of the Lord
Until He Comes Again
THE GREAT AMEN

ADULT CHOIR OF ST. JEAN BAPTISTE:

11:00 AM Sunday Mass; Rehearsal Sunday 10:00 AM ,
Choir Room.
5:30 PM Sunday Mass: Rehearsal 5:00 PM. Choir Room.

MUSIC AT COMMUNION:

No. 802 “Sweet Refreshment”

CHILDREN’S CHOIR:

11:00 AM Sunday Mass (first Sunday of the month);
Rehearsal Wednesday 5-5:30 PM, Choir Room

BLESSING and DISMISSAL

MODERN ENSEMBLE :

7:30 PM Sunday Mass; Rehearsal 7:00 PM, in the Church

RECESSIONAL:

Richard Owen, Jr., Director of Music Ministries & Organist
email: owenrick@aol.com; mobile: 845-729-4986
website: RichardOwenJr.com

No. 785 “Lift High the Cross”
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THE 7:30 SUNDAY MASS
Processional: No. 671 “Here I Am Lord”
Offertory: “Let My Words Be Few”
You are God in heaven
And here am I on earth
So I'll let my words be few
Jesus, I am so in love with You

The simplest of all love songs
I want to bring to You,
So I'll let my words be few
Jesus, I am so in love with You

And I'll stand in awe of You
Yes, I'll stand in awe of You
And I'll let my words be few
Jesus, I am so in love with You

And I'll stand in awe of You, Jesus
Yes, I'll stand in awe of You
And I'll let my words be few
Jesus, I am so in love with You

Communion: No 802 “Sweet Refreshment”
Recessional: “Yes, Oh Lord”
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135th Annual

NOVENA TO ST ANNE
July 17th – 26th
Saint Jean Baptiste Church
East 76th Street (at Lexington Avenue)
Parish Office: 184 East 76th Street, New York, N.Y. 10021
Telephone: 212-288-5082 ext. 10

WEEKDAYS
11:45 a.m.
11:45 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 22ND

Rosary
Confessions
Novena Mass
Confessions
Novena Mass & Procession
of The Blessed Sacrament

11:30 a.m.
11:45 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26TH
THE FEAST OF ST. ANNE

SUNDAY, JULY 23RD
11:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Confessions
Rosary
Novena Mass with Anointing
of the Sick
Confessions
Novena Mass & Procession
of the Blessed Sacrament

Novena Mass with Blessing of
the Children & Grandparents
Confessions
Novena Mass & Procession
of The Blessed Sacrament

11:30 a.m.
11:45 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Confessions
Rosary
Novena Mass
Confessions
Candlelight Procession from
the rectory courtyard to the
Church & the closing Novena
Mass.

Rev. John A. Kamas, SSS, Pastor, will conduct the Novena Masses
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TODDLER PLAY GROUP
We are enjoying a most successful
year with the Toddler Play Group. Eighty
children ranging from 18 months to 3
1/2 years old are having their first
“school” experience in our well-equipped
and friendly play room. The program
runs until June and reservations for the
upcoming year, which begins in midSeptember, have started to come in. If
you, or any friends, will be looking for a
place for the Fall, we urge you to reserve now.
Call the St. Jean’s Toddler Play Group Director, Pauline
Reenock at 212-472-2853 Ext. 2 for more information or to
plan a visit.

Ann Marie Strileckis, CND
I am currently the Pastoral Associate at the Cathedral of St.
Joseph in Hartford, CT. This is a position that I knew in grace
would be the culmination of my teaching in schools in New
York City and Chicago and then in parishes in Kentucky and
Florida. There I often helped build a Catholic identity in
mostly rural counties where Catholics were a minority.
The Cathedral of St. Joseph is made up of a very diverse
population in Hartford, Ct. One of my greatest joys is the
“picture” of the Communion line of ministers; men and
women, young and old, lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, and altar
servers representing a wide array of countries of the world.
Togo, Nigeria, South Africa, refugees from Thailand originally
from Burma, Jamaica, Argentina, Poland, Ireland, Italy and the
Phillipines to name some. Pastorally we have made a concerted effort to invite this great diversity of people into the
ministry of God’s family since they have chosen the Cathedral
as their parish.
In the spirit of Marguerite Bourgeoys and in Visitation style,
I work the weekend Masses, meeting and welcoming new
families, learning about their origins and making connections
for Baptismal preparation.
The weekend liturgies are my “fertile ground” right where
most of the people are. In the past few years, I have gathered
together the high school girls and the older Karen girls, refugees from Thailand, at my apartment. It has proven to be their
time to be girls, sharing and learning from one another. My
sister Margaret has worked with the girls, sharing her love of
cooking and crafts with them to prepare Mexican and American cuisine and creating “works of art”. The girls have also
shared their Asian food and fruits with us.
I hear Marguerite Bourgeoys’ voice, “If you educate a
woman, you educate a family.” The Karen girls are very busy
with family obligations, especially if both parents are working
to pay the rent, to buy a vehicle, food and provide education.
The times that they get away to my place outside of Hartford
truly contribute to building their inner lives. It has been a continuing joyful time of companionship.
I have found in my ministry at the Cathedral, that each altar
server, lector and Eucharistic Minister in turn invites, trains,
and incorporates new ministers into the fold. I see myself as a
conduit of God’s grace.

GRIEF AND BEREAVEMENT SERVICES
Calvary Hospital’s Grief and Bereavement services
will soon be starting a “Precious Moments” group in
Manhattan! The group is offered to children between the
ages of 6 to 11, who have experienced the death of a
loved one. This group is open to both Calvary Hospital
families, as well as community members, and it is free
of charge. The group itself will be located at St. Jean
Baptiste High School, 173 East 75th Street, between 3rd
and Lexington Avenue.
“Precious Moments” is an age-appropriate group designed for children to come and express themselves on a
topic that is usually difficult for them to share. In this
space, children are given the time and attention needed
to find their voice and to disclose their feelings. Most
often, this is done so through artistic expression such
as arts and crafts, storytelling, and puppetry.
If you know of or are in contact with children who
may benefit from this group, please feel free to contact
Brittany Dalbow, Bereavement Counselor, at (646) 7716604 to schedule an initial intake for the group, as well
as to gain further information.

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
The Sunday collection amounted to: $ 8,536.00
Parishpay amounted to: $ 1,442.65
Total donations: $ 9,978.65
Please keep St. Jean’s in mind when you travel or
vacation. We rent every possible space in the complex in
order to make up for our yearly shortfall. The weekly
collection barely covers half the Parish expenses. When
our collection dips below $10,000 we feel a terrible
strain on our cash flow. Please commit to the support of
the parish. Thank you.
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MASS INTENTIONS

COMMUNITY CENTER SCHEDULE

SUNDAY, July 2

JULY 3– JULY 9

MONDAY:
9:30-3:00
6:00-8:00

Applause Summer Camp (Community Center)
LA Meeting (Eymard Room)

TUESDAY:
9:30-3:00

Applause Summer Camp (Community Center)

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

9:00
11:00
5:30
7:30

Eloisa Kiamzon
Pierrette & Andre Lufau
Angela Macken
Lillian Falcon

MONDAY, July 3

WEDNESDAY:
9:30-3:00 Applause Summer Camp (Community Center)
1:00-2:00 Senior Luncheon (Great Hall)

ST. THOMAS

7:30 Marie Helene Miller
12:15 Teresita Tiu

THURSDAY:
9:30-3:00 Applause Summer Camp (Community Center)
6:00-10:00 Elegant Dance (Great Hall)

TUESDAY, July 4

FRIDAY:
9:30-3:00 Applause Summer Camp (Community Center)
10:00-2:00 Senior Bingo (Eymard Room)
6:00-10:00 Manhattan Dance (Great Hall)

WEDNESDAY, July 5
7:30 Rose Hynes
12:15 Jack Gallagher

SATURDAY:
SUNDAY:
1:00-3:00
1:00-6:00

INDEPENDENCE DAY

10:00 For the Parishioners & In honor of St. Anne

THURSDAY, July 6
7:30 Sarah McHugh
12:15 The Zocche Family

NO EVENTS

FRIDAY, July 7
7:30 Charles Chan
12:15 Agnes Thissen

Elegant Dance (Toddler Center)
Birthday Party (Great Hall)

SATURDAY, July 8
12:15 Antonio Pereira
5:30 Florence DeLavalette

The Center is available for seasonal and special events, parties, business
meetings, wedding receptions, lectures and birthdays. For information as to
availability and rates, contact the Director: Mr. Antonio Boccia at (212) 472-2853, ext. 1.

RCIA

CELEBRANTS FOR JULY 8-9

Are you interested in exploring Catholicism for
yourself, or do you know someone who might be interested in finding out more about our faith?
Were you baptized in another Christian church and
are thinking about joining the Catholic Church? Are
you Catholic but never received Confirmation or First
Communion? Please consider joining the RCIA program.
Contact Ms. Joan T. Prenty, Director of Religious Education, at 212-288-5082 ext. 30 or stjeanbaptistereligioused@gmail.com

Saturday
5:30 – Rev. John Kamas, SSS
Sunday
9:00 – Rev. John Kamas, SSS
11:00 – Rev. John Kamas, SSS
5:30 – Rev. Bernard Camiré, SSS
7:30 – Rev. John Kamas, SSS

THE NEW YORK COMMON PANTRY
New York Common Pantry is dedicated to reducing
hunger throughout New York City while promoting dignity and self-sufficiency. St. Jean’s is one of the early
benefactors of the program and continues to support
the distribution of healthy, nourishing food to those in
need.
PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING by leaving donations
of non-perishable food at St. Joseph’s altar. The pantry
picks up regularly from the Parish Office.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Join the Religious Ed family at St. Jean Baptiste. St.
Jean Baptiste welcomes all children and adults for religious education. Classes for children are held on
Wednesdays, but we will try to accommodate all!
Contact Ms. Joan T. Prenty, Director of Religious
Education, at 212-288-5082 ext. 30 or stjeanbaptistereligioused@gmail.com

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE—ATTENTION!
NOCTURNAL ADORATION

Please note that the Parish Office will be CLOSED
the weekend of July 8th-9th. Repairs are being done
and there will be limited access to the office. We will be
back to normal activities on Monday, July 10th. Thank
you for your cooperation.

The St. Jean’s Chapter of the Nocturnal Adoration
Society will hold its monthly Prayer Vigil on Friday, July
7, 2017, from 5:00 pm (Evening Prayer) to 9:00 pm.
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SUPPORT THE
SOLIDARITY FUND

FOR THE CHURCH
IN AFRICA

Your gifts to this
collection make a real
difference in the lives
of the faithful across
the African continent.
So many in Africa face
a reality of hardship
due to migration, poverty and lack of infrastructure. Your gifts to
the collection give
them the hope of
Christ and show the
love of out universal
Church.
Catholic education
is important not only
to help children grow
in knowledge and understanding but also to
help them grow spiritually. In Zimbabwe,
little funding exists to
support strong Catholic schools and parishes.
With your support
of the Solidarity Fund
for the Church in Africa, schools have received funding to provide religious education for children. With
your help, children
have developed spiritually and grown in their
Catholic identity.
Your gifts make a
difference, please be
generous today.
To learn more
about the Solidary
Fund for the Church in
Africa, visit
www.usccb.org/Africa

RENEW AND REBUILD
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
We’re underway! We’ve signed contracts with PASCOM
SOUND to conclude the upgrading of the sound system in the
church. This involves a great deal of digital programing, and the
installation of two major speakers (one is 15 feet long and the
other 7 feet), and replacing and repositioning the present speakers in the church. This has a price tag of $59,985. We ‘re budgeting an additional $10,000 for electrical work. The school auditorium is getting a completely new system. We’ve budgeted
$75,OOO for the sound system and electrical work.
Both the church and the auditorium are daunting projects
because of the amount of reverberation in both spaces. The
church has the additional challenge of the many columns that
interfere with the streaming of direct sound. To address that
issue, we’re going to add new speakers on the columns. We

don’t have a date for the installation work yet. We’ve given a
down payment of $40,000 to purchase the speakers from the
manufacturer.
A sidewalk bridge has been erected along 76th street. Over
the next few weeks we’ll be scaffolding the dome in preparation
for some stone repair at the base of the cooper roof, and the recaulking, painting and sealing of the 12 stained glass windows.
The construction of the scaffold will take about a month, the
window and stonework about 6 weeks, and another month to
take down the scaffold. (That’s if everything goes as planned.
Enough said!) The down payment for the scaffolding was
$100,000 with another $26,000 to be paid at the conclusion of
the job. The window repair and restoration was estimated at
$60,000. The stone work can’t be estimated until the stone is
inspected after the scaffold has been erected.
Finally, FELIX CHAVEZ, INC. is currently working in the vestibule of the church repainting parts of the walls that have been
damaged over the years. The company is also restoring the exterior doors that aren’t in good shape. They suffer from extensive
exposure to rain and snow. This is a $25,000 project.
We thank everyone who donated to the 2016-17 RENEW
AND REBUILD CAMPAIGN that the diocese initiated. We’re
presently waiting for the first check from the diocese, about
$100,000. Concerned and generous parishioners give regularly
for the maintenance of the church building. We managed to
squirrel away $179,000 outside the RENEW AND REBUILD
CAMPAIGN for restoration maintenance. We’re using this
money to jumpstart the present projects. Thank you for your
stewardship and dedication to the maintenance of this architectural gem and monument to the Catholic faith.

WORLD APOSTOLATE OF FATIMA,
OUR LADY’S BLUE ARMY SHRINE
The Blue Army Shrine, located at 674 Mountain
View Road East, Asbury, New Jersey, will celebrate the
Anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima on Thursday, July
13th. 10:30 Confessions; 12:00 Outdoor Rosary Procession; 12:30 Speaker: Rev. Andrew Apostoli C.F.R.; 1:00
Holy Mass Celebrated by the Most Rev. Joseph Perry;
3:00 Divine Mercy Chaplet. Call (908)689-1700 for further information.
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PARISH STAFF

CONGREGATION OF NOTRE DAME

John A. Kamas, SSS Pastor
Bernard Camiré, SSS, Parish Associate
Hashendra Perera, SSS, Chaplain at Lenox Hill Hospital
Richard Russo, Deacon Emeritus
Richard Owen, Jr., Director of Music Ministries
Lennix Lewis, Business Manager
Joan Prenty, Director of Religious Education
Angelica Contreras, Parish Secretary
Ellen Hagan, Shrine of St. Anne
Antonio Boccia, Director of the Community Center
Pauline Reenock, Director of the Toddler Program
Ayesha Bulchandani, Trustee
Michael Lorch, Trustee

ST. JEAN BAPTISTE HIGH SCHOOL
Maria Cassano, CND, Principal
Alla Anne Boyle, CND
Simone Camiré, CND
Mary Caplice, CND
Rosemary Cianciolo, CND
Joann Compagno, CND
Barbara Costello, CND, Tutor
Eileen Good, CND, Bursar

CONGREGATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Bernard Camiré, SSS, Parish Associate
George Dunne, SSS, Provincial Ministries
Ernest Falardeau, SSS, Ecumenical Ministry
James Hayes, SSS, Chaplain, Mt. Sinai Hospital
John A. Kamas, SSS Pastor
Thomas Mella, SSS, Community Hospitality
Michael O’Leary, SSS, Community Treasurer
Norman Pelletier, SSS, Community Superior
Hashendra Perera, SSS, Chaplain at Lenox Hill Hospital
Michael Perez, SSS, Novice Master

PARISH OFFICE
212-288-5082 Ext. 10
184 East 76 Street, NY, NY 10021
Website: www.stjeanbaptisteny.org
Email: sjbrcc@yahoo.com

IN RESIDENCE
Anne Conlon, CND
Helen Klimeck, CND
Ann Marie Levangie, CND
SUPPORT STAFF
Robert Addison
Manuel Batista
Ana Maria Feliz Lara
Francisco Francisco
Wilfredo Ortiz
Isaac Quansah
José Reyes

St Jean Baptiste High School

173 EAST 75 STREET, NY, NY 10021
212-288-1645
www.stjean.org

Toddler Play Group
212-472-2853, ext. 2

